Objective: Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), hepatitis B virus, and hepatitis C viruses (HCV) are major causes of mortality and morbidity worldwide. They are also among the commonest transfusiontransmissible infectious agents. Students of higher institutions are often used as voluntary unpaid donors by many hospitals in Nigeria. In this study, the prevalence of HIV and HCV and HBsAg is determined in a population of students attending Ladoke Akintola University of Technology in south west Nigeria, to provide background information on the burden of these infections in this population. Materials and Methods: Serum samples were obtained from students of the Pre-degree Science programme of Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, Ogbomosho and tested for antibodies to HIV, HCV and HBsAg using the ELISA procedure. Results: The prevalence rates of antibodies to HIV and HCV in the student population were 0% and 4.8%, respectively and that of HBsAg was 9.5%. Conclusion: The findings of this study which showed that the prevalence of antibodies to HIV and of HBsAg in this group of students is somewhat similar to those carried out in similar populations. This strongly suggests that the viral burden amongst this population of students is similar and that probably similar factors (demographic) are responsible for maintaining this level of viral load. Further studies would be needed to elucidate the reasons why this is the case. Also it would be necessary to reemphasize the methods of prevention of transmission of these viruses, and to ensure their implementation in order to reduce the viral levels and therefore avoid the long term sequalae.
INTRODUCTION

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Study Participants
The participants in this study were freshmen enrolled in the Pre-degree Science Hepatitis C antibody was also assayed using the clinotech diagnostics kit, following the procedure described by the manufacturer. HBsAg there was a significant association between sex and incidence. Males were found to be at higher risk for HbsAg than females. (p < 0.05). This was however at variance with incidence of HCV where no significant association between sex and hepatitis C status was found. It was noted though, that those found to be positive for HCV were younger, however this was not statistically significant. The prevalence of HBsAg (9.4%) found in this study is similar to findings determined among university freshmen in Ife (8%) (14) .
Principle of the Test
However studies in 1985, 17% of antenatal clinic patients were positive for HBsAg (15) .
In studies carried out among paid blood donors the HIV seroprevalence rate was slightly higher (2.1%) (16) 
